The UN Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action cordially invites you

to a brown bag lunch event on:

Positive Peace for Lebanon

Friday 14 December 2012

1:00 – 2:30 pm

1 UN Plaza (DC-1), 20th floor Conference Room
Lebanon’s model of post-war power sharing and liberal economic growth has been widely praised, but has failed to deliver for most people. Repeated outbreaks of political violence since the 1989 Taif Peace Agreement  seem to indicate that  fundamentally, something is still lacking or a different approach is needed. 

Today, crisis in neighbouring Syria has again exposed Lebanon’s vulnerability to external stresses. However, it is the enduring tendency to view Lebanon as a victim of its regional environment that has undermined efforts to strengthen its internal resilience. It is the Lebanese people who are responsible for shaping a peaceful future, and who should be both supported and held accountable for progress.

To coincide with the recent launch of “Accord 24: Positive Peace for Lebanon”, researchers and members of Conciliation Resources will take stock of current peacebuilding in Lebanon, examining its effectiveness and identifying opportunities and priorities for progress. The paper focuses on three main research themes: 

· Reconciliation of a divided society including of displaced and marginalised communities; and ways to address memorialisation of the war

· Reform of a political system that embeds sectarian divisions and elite interests

· Resilience to safeguard domestic priorities against regional hegemony and transnational dynamics, such as sectarian tensions

The publication suggests that the Lebanese are not just passive victims of a violent fate determined beyond their country’s borders; many are eager for change and have been actively exploring opportunities and pushing boundaries to achieve it.  

The publication and Policy Brief is available free online: www.c-r.org/accord-project/lebanon 
About the presenters:

Elizabeth Picard is a leading Middle East scholar and Lebanon specialist and editor of Accord 24. She is currently Director of Research at the Institut de Recherches et d’Études sur le Monde Arabe et Musulman, at the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Aix-en-Provence.
Alexander Ramsbotham is Accord Series Editor at Conciliation Resources. Before this he was a research fellow at the Institute for Public Policy Research, and worked as specialist adviser to the House of Lords European Union (EU) Select Committee. Alexander completed a PhD in July 2011.

Marie-Joëlle Zahar is Professor of Political Science, and Research Director of the Research Network on Peace Operations at the Université de Montréal. She was a specialist adviser and author for Accord 24 has written widely on the politics of power sharing in Lebanon.

Joseph Bahout is Professor of Middle Eastern Politics at Sciences Po, Paris, and a researcher at Académie Diplomatique Internationale. He is an Accord 24 author.
Dr Zahbia Yousuf is a Peacebuilding Editor and Analyst at Conciliation Resources. Before this she was a Teaching Fellow in Violence, Conflict and Development at SOAS University, and Kings College London. She completed a PhD in Comparative Peace Processes in 2010.
***********************************************************************

Please feel free to disseminate this invitation to all interested colleagues.
Visitors without a valid UN pass, must bring a picture ID.  Please be informed that there will be one organized pick-up at 12.45 p.m. in the DC-1 lobby for participants who do not have a UN pass which is needed to enter the building.  We regret that arrivals after that time cannot be picked up and escorted into the building and will not be able to attend.

****************************************

We have set up a telephone bridge for colleagues abroad who cannot join in person. Please see the instructions below on how to use the telephone bridge:

Call  + 1 212 906 6244 

1. Wait till the system prompts you for the conference ID 

2. Enter the "Conference ID" 2547, then press # 

3. Then the system will ask for the personal code 

4. Enter the "Personal Code" 5322, then press # 

5. Don’t press anything for the chairperson, just wait 

6. Say your name and wait online 

7. You are now joined to the conference 

To dial the telephone bridge using skype (free of charge), please follow the instructions below:

1. Search then add the “undp.hq” contact in Skype;

2. Once added, double-click on the contact (undp.hq);

3. Click on the green “Call” icon;

4. You will hear an automated operator asking you to enter the extension;

5. Click on “Call” from the top menu, then click on “Show Dial Pad”;

6. Dial the number then wait for person to pick up the phone;

7. Do the same for the telephone bridge (dial 6244; followed by Conference ID 2547; and Personal Code 5322).

We hope that you will be able to join us.

UN Interagency Framework Team for Preventive Action
Hosted by: UNDP, Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery
E-mail: framework.team@undp.org
 

A Framework of UN agencies, programmes, funds, departments and offices to coordinate integrated initiatives for early preventive action
