Collaborating institutions

Research and Development Center

Mindanao State University-General San

The Research and Development Center (RDC) is

the research arm of the Mindanao State University

— General Santos City (MSU-GSC). As such, it
conceptualises, coordinates and implements

3

research projects aimed at supporting the mandate

of the MSU-GSC as a unit of the Mindanao State
University system. This mandate includes among
others, the provision of equitable educational
opportunities especially among the minoritized
populations in Mindanao, e.g. the Lumad
(indigenous highland groups) and the Moro
(Muslim) communities.

Peace Education Center
Notre Dame University

Notre Dame University is the main centre for
Peace and Development Studies in Mindanao. It
grants degrees (MA, PhD, EdD) in Peace and
Development. The Peace Education Center
provides training for peace education teachers
and helps other educational institutions with
curriculum development and peace-related
research. It also offers skills training in
facilitation, dialogue, mediation and other non-
violent, pro-active and creative ways of
resolving conflict and building peace. The Peace
Education Center serves as secretariat to bodies
working directly with the peace process in the
Southern Philippines, especially the ongoing
talks between the government and the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front: the Independent Fact-
Finding Committee (IFFC), a civil society
initiative that monitors the implementation of

os City

Aside from doing research projects, RDC also
publishes a bi-monthly university newsletter, a
semi-annual research journal and the university’s
annual report. It is also a partner of the United
Nations Development Programme in
implementing a human resource development
program for mainstreaming Moro National

Liberation Front (MNLF) combatants as part of the

Mindanao peace process.

Research & Development Center (RDC/MSU-
GSC), Mindanao State University, Fatima, Gen
Santos City, Republic of the Philippines 9500

the Ceasefire Agreement and the Quick
Response Team (QRT) composed of members of
the IFFC, the government and the MILF tasked
to intervene in ‘hot spots’ of tension and
fighting. A desk for Muslim-Christian dialogue
is involved directly with inter-cultural and inter-
religious dialogue initiatives in Mindanao and
the rest of the country. The center establishes
linkage with government and non-government
agencies and other groups that serve
communities in conflict through confidence-
building projects and Peace and Development
activities for the affected populace.

Peace Education Center (PEC-NDU), Notre
Dame University, Notre Dame Avenue,
Cotabato City, Republic of the Philippines 9600,
http:/ /www.ndu.fapenet.org




