
 
 
 

 

Call For Contributions 
Pacific people’s perspectives on dealing with legacies of past conflict 
to achieve sustainable peace 
 

Description 
We are seeking to document the voices of Pacific Island practitioners on dealing with 
legacies of past conflict in their region in a special collection of stories. We welcome 
stories, enlightened by either practice, personal experience or research, on how past 
legacies of conflict have affected systems and people in the community and how to deal 
with past legacies to reduce future conflict. The entry can be either individual, collaborative 
or organisational stories. 
 
Dealing with the past is a core tenet to building peace in communities. At Conciliation 
Resources (CR), we recognise that the end of fighting does not equal the resolution of 
conflict, and historical grievances and the legacies of the past can continue to fuel on-
going violence. There are a range of complex and evolving factors which determine how 
people deal with the legacies of past violence in the Pacific region. Responses to violence 
significantly influence how ongoing forms of conflict manifest in the present – including 
stopping cycles of violence.  

 
In Melanesian societies, for example, dealing with the past involves processing conflicts 
and forms of violence beyond what indigenous reconciliation processes were intended to 
handle. With conflicts occurring on larger scales and the introduction of high-powered 
weapons, the effects of post-conflict trauma are felt among a larger proportion of 
individuals than ever before. Trauma’s effects are also felt in society more broadly; trauma 
is closely linked to and intensifies other social problems like excessive alcohol 
consumption, drug abuse, and gender-based violence. Although there is little written 
evidence on intergenerational trauma in Melanesia, it seems that the knowledge the next 
generation forms about conflict may come from narratives passed down about the past. 
Even so it is more likely to come from the past’s “silent presence” in the habits, routines 
and objects of post-conflict everyday life.    
 
Dealing with the past legacies of violence encompasses a broad range of topics, including 
attempts to transform broken relationships, reconciliation processes and healing, and how 
the collective memory and narratives about the past positively or negatively impact the 
sustainability of peace. 

Objectives  
• To explore the variety of approaches by which people in the Pacific Islands are 

addressing the legacies of violence and to inform thinking on peacebuilding and 
transformation in the Pacific.  

• To support peacebuilders across the Pacific to share stories of their practice and 
experiences and to exchange with others working on transforming legacies of violent 
conflict. 

 



 
 
 

 

Contribution guidelines 
We welcome contributions from peacebuilders (practitioners and scholars) in and of the 
Pacific Islands, whose experiences engages or intersects with dealing with past legacies 
of conflict. We are seeking diverse and grounded Pacific Island perspectives based on 
specific life experiences, studies or examples. 
 
Some of the questions which contributors might like to explore include the 
following: 
 
• What does dealing with legacies of past conflict mean to people in your context? 
• What are the key concerns in your context for dealing with past conflict?  
• Who are the key actors and how should / do they shape processes or practices of 

dealing with the past? How should these processes or practices look like at different 
levels? How does this work affect people of diverse backgrounds differently (inclusion 
and diversity)? 

• What are the current weaknesses and strengths of processes and practices used to 
deal with past legacies of conflict? 

 
Format  
Your contribution can include a variety of formats: art, dance, theatre, poetry, spoken word, 
music, short film/cinema, creative writing (script, plays, fiction, speeches, personal essays) 
or research article.  
 
Initially, we request an expression of interest of approximately 250 words. We suggest 
addressing the following: 
 
• Format: what you would like to submit. 
• Motivation: Who are you/how are you positioned and why do you care about this topic? 

What motivated you to contribute to this compilation? 
• Purpose: What does the contribution aim to achieve? What is your main message? 
• Evidence: What evidence and/or examples can you provide to support your message 

(NB: this could be your personal experience, work-related experience or research 
data? 

• Main points/findings: What are the main points you wish to convey? What are the main 
findings? 

• Practice and policy suggestions: Are there policy or practice suggestions that can be 
drawn from this experience/study/work? What lessons can be shared to make a 
difference in your/other context(s)? 
 

Selection criteria 
Contributions will be chosen by CR for the compilation based on the following criteria: 

• Relevance to the topic 
• Grounded in experience, knowledge and practice  
• Diversity and inclusion (diverse perspectives of different groups or backgrounds, i.e., 

gender, age, national origin, disability, etc)  
• Creativity of approaches, techniques or methodologies 
• Potential for informing practice or policy in your/other context(s) 

 
 



 
 
 

 

Key Dates 
 
01 March 2023: Call for expressions of interest for the compilation opens 
 
19 March 2023: Call for expressions of interest closes (due date extended) 
 
20 March 2032: Conciliation Resources advises contributors if they have been invited to 
share a submission for this compilation. They can at this stage opt for mentoring support, 
to be organised, re: the writing of the article. 
 
10 April 2023: Contributions due 
 
Mid-April: Online exchange with contributors and CR 
 
Mid-May 2023: Finalising publication 
 
June 2023: Publication  

 
 
Honorarium 

 
A small honorarium of AUD 200 will be given to participants whose contribution will make 
it into the final compilation. 
 
 
Submission process 
 
Email expression of interest to mmasta@c-r.org with “DwP 2023 contribution” in the 
subject line. 


